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AUSTRALIAN UNDER-23 COXLESS FOUR ROWING TEAM 
Statement by Member for Bunbury 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [12.52 pm]:  I wish to bring to the attention of Parliament the success of the 
Australian under-23 coxless four rowing team, which recently competed in Belgium during the world 
championships.  This was the first time that an Australian rowing team was made up completely of Western 
Australian members.  This is a historic and significant achievement, and even more significant is that two of the 
four team members are from Bunbury.  Jayden Edwards and Joshua Williams, who are both 20 years old, have 
been taking the world of rowing by storm in recent years.  Jayden and Josh were both born in Bunbury and are 
both members of the strong Bunbury Rowing Club.  They have shared many achievements through their sport, 
and in recent years they have both represented Western Australia.  Josh and Jayden have had to overcome 
distance issues and have put their lives on hold, suspending study and an apprenticeship to relocate to Perth for 
the final three months of preparation and allowing them to join fellow metropolitan team members Peder Olsen 
and Dave Kelly.  The team underwent rigorous training, putting in six hours every day.  Competing against 14 
countries and the elite in rowing terms, the Australians came up against far more experienced and physically 
powerful teams, often giving away 10 to 15 kilograms per rower.  Yet their courage, determination and 
willpower resulted in our national team performing beyond expectation and making it through to the top six 
countries and into the A final.  The national coach was ecstatic with the success of our young Western 
Australians and sees their success as a great stepping stone for future world championships.  It is a wonderful 
achievement for national, state and regional sport.  I wish to congratulate Bunbury boys Josh Williams and 
Jayden Edwards, along with Peder Olsen and Dave Kelly, and look forward to their futures.   
 


